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held. The Larreta Doctrine will certainly be heard from
again at that time. What Dr. Alfarc may have to say about
it in the future will be of high interest in view of recent
political happenings in Panama.
During the consideration of social and cultural matters
the Panamanian delegation sponsored a resolution to ac-
knowledge the valuable contributions of the International
Red Cross and to support the activities of that organiza-
tion. The Conference accepted this as Resolution XXV.41
The Isthmian Republic, long active in promoting the Inter-
American Commission of Women,42 also supported a con-
vention on granting of political rights to women, and a
second convention granting women equal civil rights with
men.43 The Panamanian Constitution of 1946 had already
incorporated both concepts into the basic law of the
Republic.44
During the course of the Bogota meeting a fierce out-
break of rioting swept the city, apparently touched off by
the assassination of the leader of the leftist Colombian
Liberals, Gaitan. The people of Panama, like those of the
other American states, were gravely concerned at the news
of this outbreak, for it completely disrupted the proceed-
ings of the Conference for five days, and in the turbulence
and bloodshed, which took over 1,200 lives before troops
quelled the uprising, the distinguished foreigners in Bogota
were by no means assured of personal safety. There were
elements in Panama, however, that were slow to accept at
full face value the declarations of the Colombian Con-
servative Government and the United States Secretary of
State, that the demonstration had been set off by remote
control from Moscow.45 From this distance it seems they
may very well have been right, and that it was mainly a
forlorn attempt of the once-great Colombian Liberals to
parade their woes before a distinguished audience of